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We like you. Please 
sit toward the front!



WHERE SHOULD I PARK?

Main Street

Columbia Street

LONG 
CENTER

no YES



Please fill out your communication card.
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Is the Bible for Real?
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Historic Christianity:
The Bible is our

Central authority.





Level 1: “I trust the 

Translation.”





‘‘ BGT Romans 10:17
a;ra     h̀ pi,stij    evx   avkoh/j(
therefore           faith                      (is)    from        hearing

h̀ de.  avkoh.    dia.   r̀h,matoj Cristou/Å
and             hearing     (is)    through    word                     of Christ



‘‘ ASV Romans 10:17

So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing 
by the word of Christ.



‘‘ KJV Romans 10:17

So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.



‘‘ NKJ Romans 10:17

So then faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.



‘‘ NAU Romans 10:17

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
by the word of Christ.



‘‘ NRS Romans 10:17

So faith comes from what is heard, and 
what is heard comes through the word of 

Christ.



‘‘ ESV Romans 10:17

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
through the word of Christ.



‘‘ NIV Romans 10:17

Consequently, faith comes from hearing 
the message, and the message is heard 

through the word of Christ.



‘‘ NJB Romans 10:17

But it is in that way faith comes, from 
hearing, and that means hearing the word 

of Christ.



‘‘ NLT Romans 10:17

Yet faith comes from listening to this 
message of good news-- the Good News 

about Christ.



‘‘ MSG Romans 10:17

The point is, Before you trust, you have to 
listen. But unless Christ's Word is 

preached, there's nothing to listen to.





Four types of translations:
Word for word

Thought for thought
Sense for sense

Theological agenda



‘‘ASV John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

ESV John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

KJV John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

NAU John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.



‘‘NIV John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

NJB John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word: the 
Word was with God and the Word was God.

NKJ John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

NLT John 1:1 In the beginning the Word already 
existed. He was with God, and he was God.



‘‘NWT John 1:1 In the beginning the Word was, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was a god.





‘‘KJV Genesis 4:1 And Adam knew Eve his 
wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and 
said, I have gotten a man from the LORD.

NIV Genesis 4:1 Adam lay with his wife Eve, 
and she became pregnant and gave birth to 
Cain. She said, "With the help of the LORD I 

have brought forth a man."



‘‘ NIV Philippians 3:8

What is more, I consider everything a loss 
compared to the surpassing greatness of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have lost all things. I consider them 

rubbish, that I may gain Christ



‘‘
MSG Philippians 3:8

Yes, all the things I once thought were so 
important are gone from my life. 
Compared to the high privilege of 

knowing Christ Jesus as my Master, 
firsthand, everything I once thought I had 
going for me is insignificant---dog dung. 
I've dumped it all in the trash so that I 

could embrace Christ





Level 2: “I trust the 

Transmission.”



Thousands of ancient 

manuscripts.



NT is 95-98% certain.

OT is 90% certain.



No doctrine hinges on any 

disputed section.





Level 3: “I trust the authors’ 

authority.”





The author’s words 

inerrantly represent the 

Word of God.





God’s Word trumps mine.



God’s Word contains 

everything I need.



God’s Word lived out brings 

fulfillment.



God’s Word spoken is 

power.
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